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an untimely death; the fate of this kingdom is once more in your 
power; and you may now, if you have virtue and ſpirit, be the 
bleſſed means of ſaving yourſelves and your country from total ruin. 

You have been often called upon in the hour of danger; but you never 
before were in fo critical and deſperate a ſituation.—Diſgrace, poverty, 
ſlavery; the loſs of commerce, the loſs of credit, the loſs of empire 
and the enmity of almoſt every ſtate in Europe never before aſſailed you 
together. | 

It is not above #wenty years ſince this kingdom was the envy of the 
world. Great in commerce, in arts, in arms, in liberty; univerſally re- 
vered, and held up as a model to ſurrounding nations: but now alas! 
how great the change! Sunk into poverty, weakneſs, and univerſal 

contempt! _ | | 

Great Britain happily united. with America, and ſupported by her inex- 
hauſtible ſtores, commercial and naval, was a match for the world, but 
by an impolitic and iniquitous attempt to make thoſe faithful fellow- 
ſubjects pay double taxes, through the monopoly of their extenſive and pro- 
fitable commerce; and by a direct impoſition of extorted contributions, 
contrary to the firſt principles of equity and the Engliſh Conſtitution— 
this glorious connexion was diſſol ved. 

This unjuſt behaviour to our American brethren ;—the obſtinate per- 
ſeverance in this unrighteous quarrel ;—is the only cauſe of the preſent 
war ;—and the fruitful ſource of almoſt all our calamities.—Through this 
egregious folly thirteen great, populous, improving colonies have been loſt 
for ever :—and now our good allies the Ruſſians, and all the petty ſtates 
of Europe, deſpiſe or inſult us. „ | 

But though the ſubject is unpleaſant ; and a true Briton cannot with- 
out horror enumerate the ſhocking particulars ;—yet- our intereſt and our 
ſalvation require that we ſhould look a little more minutely into the ſtate 
of our affairs; that we may be convinced of the neceſſity of exerting 
- . ourſelves, and contrive a way to retrieve them. 2 | ; 

Let us fit dow ſeriouſly, and contemplate the mournful liſt of our 
obligations to a wicked Adminiſtration and a corrupt Parliament 


3 H E late corrupt Parliament having ſuffered, like other criminals, 
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PoLITICAL MEDITATIONS on the PRESENT STATE 
of our Affairs. 


1. Thirteen Colonies, the vaſt continent of America, that furniſhed inex- 
hauſtible aid in ſhips, ſeamen, naval ſtores, raw materials for com- 
merce and manufactures, &c,—and which purchaſed of our com- 
modities to the amount of four millions a year—not only loft to us ; 
but gone over to increaſe the power of our moſt formidable rivals 
and enemies!!! | 


2. The Empire of the Sea, the largeſt and moſt complete ever enjoyed by 


any power; and the guardian of our commerce and poſſeſſions in 
every quarter of the globe, likewiſe, in all probability, irrecoverably 


. Some of our valuable Weſt India iſlands taken, and the reſt in immi- 
nent danger. | 6 


other power in Europe aiding and aſſiſtiug them. 

Our export-trade, eſtimated at about ſixteen millions per annum, ſunk 
more than one-third. ; 

Our import-traae for luxuries conſtantly waſting the remainder of our 
wealth. | 

7. Our debts become enormous; our profits extremely diminiſhed ; and 
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at the ſame time our expences conſtantly increaſing, with a rapidity 


that muſt ſoon put a tragical end to our mad career. 


8. The lands, which had been gradually riſing for many years, ſunk 


back to the price they were at a century ago. | 
9. The treaſure and credit of the nation being greatly exhauſted, money 
riſen as much in value, as land has fallen. | 
10. Our chimerical property in the funds ſunk about ane third; —and 
| approaching infallibly to its intrin/ic value. | 
11. The country in general weakened by loſs of trade ;—by a diſtant un- 
. ſucceſsful war, and various impolitic modes of depopulation, parti- 
cularly by the great deſtruction of cattages ; ſo that in many parts 
of the kingdom the game has been infinitely better preſerved and 
provided for, than the lower claſs of induſtrious and uſeful inhabitants. 


12. During the perpetration of all this miſchief, and much more, that 1 


have not leiſure to take notice of, the INFLUENCE of the CRowN, 
by the diſpoſal of the amount of our enormous taxes, has increaſed 

to a degree hitherto unknown, and totally inconſiſtent with the 
_ fafety of the people, and the balance of the Conſtitution. | 


Theſe are ſome of the many evils that have proceeded from a wicked 
ſyſtem of Adminiſtration, ſupported for many years by a corrupt majority 


of our late Repreſentatives in Parliament, who have betrayed the ſacred 


truſt imprudeatly repoſed in men deſtitute of virtue. In ſuch hands our 


caſe is deplorable. Theſe are our moſt formidable enemies :—and we 
muſt diveſt them of all power, and change them for better men, before 
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we can eſfectually defend or reſtore the empire. 


France, Spain, and America combined againſt us ;—and almoſt every 


E 
If however the electors of Great Britain, who elect not for themſelves 
only, but for great numbers, who by an act of treaſon againſt the Conſti- 
tution have been robbed of their native rights, will at this time boldly, 
faithfully, and nobly acquit themſelves of their duty ; deſpiſe the proffered 
bribes and poiſonous draughts of corruption, and re/olve to ſave their 
country, we may yet be a free and happy people; though we can never 


hope to riſe again to that ſupreme height of glory, from which we have 


ſo inglorioully fallen. 
Thoſe electors who ure corrupt and wicked; who are enemies to their 


country and indifferent about their own welfare, or thar of their poſterity, 


will diſregard the characters of the candidates they ſupport, and give their 
votes to court ſycophants, penſioners, placemen, contractor and other 
ſupporters of a bad Adminiſtration; if ſuch men ſhould by any means 
be enabled to offer the wages MH iniquity. | 
At the ſame time thoſe honeſt and worthy electors who, at this important 
criſis, have virtue enough to withſtand, in every ſhape, the paltry tempta- 
tion of a bribe, and courage to perform their duty faithfully and honour- 
ably before Cop and man, will acquire immortal praiſe and glory, as the 
true friends and guardians of their country in the honr of extremity. 
They will not haſtily promiſe their votes to any man, 
They will enquire carefully into a candidate's moral and political cha- 
racter; into his former conduct, and future views and expectations. 
They will reject with diſdain every court- de pendant, placeman, con- 
tractor, or loan-jobber ; and eſpecially every man who has been guilty of 
ſupporting thoſe meaſures of government, that have brought us into the 
preſent deplorable ſituation. e 8 
It will be an eternal diſhonour to this nation, and a ſymptom of our 


ſpeedy and entire diſſolution, if any ſet of electors ' ſhould be found ſo 


corrupt and abandoned as to give thoſe enemies of this country, who have 
ſupported this unprincipled deſtructive war with America, an opportunity 
of completing our ruin! , 1 2 

Lifts * may eaſily be procured, and they ſhould be nniverſally circulated, 


of thoſe members who have uniformly and virtuouſly ſupported, and of 


thofe who have conſtantly and wickedly betrayed, the intereſts of the 
ple and their conſtituents. _ gh | 2 
But the honeſt and conſcientious electors will not fatisfy themſelves 
merely with chooſing men of good characters: they will enquire by what 
means fo much corruption and vice have crept into the adminiſtration 
of our Government ; and how it happens, that they can ſo ſeldom rely 
upon the integrity of their Repreſentatives, who are fo liberal in their 
promiſes at the day of election. / 1 
And upon this enquiry they will find the original principles of our ad- 
mired Conſtitution have been loſt or changed by ſeveral dangerous and 
vicious INNOVATIONS ; and that our /afefy cannot be eſtabliſhed without 
re-animating the Conſtitution, and bringing it back-to its leading princi- 
ples, which are thoſe of univerſal] equity and freedom. n | 
Political liberty or freedom conſiſts in the ſhare which every man has in 


® See a CORRECT LisT publiſhed by Almon and Debrett. 
- making 


3 1 | 
making thoſe laws, by which he is to be gdverned. He, who has no 
ſhare in making the laws by which he is governed, is a ſlave ; having no 
political liberty at all. | | PS 

Our Anglo-Saxon anceſtors eſtabliſhed and enjoyed this natural right of 
every human being ;—bur in later times, after many ſtruggles between 
liberty and prerogative, at an unguarded moment artful and wicked men, 
who envied the people at large the enjoyment and exerciſe of this right, 
in order to increaſe their own power, and that they might oppreſs the mul- 
titude with impunity, by one deadly act disfranchiſed more than a million 
of eleftors;—and thus began to undermine the Conſtitution by narrowing 
and weakening the foundation. 3 
This blow was ſtruck in the eighth year of the reign of Henry VI. 
under the pretence of preventing evils from the too great numbers of 
electors, which it is evident from the preamble to this infamous At— 
never had happened. And thus Nathaniel Bacon obſerves, © the freemen 
* yielded up their liberty of election to the freeho/ders, poſſibly not 
* knowing what they did.” Thus the people loſt their birthright, and the 
Crown gained power. | 

The remaining electors however, or the conſtituent body of the people, 
were not fo corrupt or indolent as ſpeedily to give up their antient ſalutary 
cuſtom of Annual Parlaments.—Frequent elections, though ſometimes 
interrupted or prevented by arbitrary princes, for a long time gave 
- ſtrength and vigour to the Conſtitution; and it was not without reluct- | 
ance, that the diſcerning part of the nation ſubmitted to the deluſive 
meaſure of Triennial Parkaments ; which geatly led the way to that fatal 
Septennial AF, that in the year 1716 brought on a new æra in the hiſtory 
of the Engliſh Government; and exchanged the dangers of the ßreroga- 
tive, an open enemy, into the undermining, deſtructive influence of the 
Croun; more to be dreaded than all the open attacks of arbitrary princes 
and miniſters upon the rights of the people. 5 | 

This poiſon has been inſinuating itſelf through every vein and nerve of 
the Conſtitution during our moſt flouriſhing And vigorous ſtate; and 
while our hands have been gathering laurels in every quarter of the globe 
— this ſecret, unregarded diſeaſe has been preying upon our vitals.— 
We have indiſputable authority to ſay, that the INFLUENCE of the 
Croun has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. —And the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament is ſufficient to convince every honeſt man, who 
is not an idiot that we muſt either effectually diminiſb this influence, or 
it will deſtroy us —But how is this to be performed ? 

No /eþtennial Houſe of Commons has ever withſtood, or can ever rea- 
ſonably be expected to withſtand the influence of the Crown, whilſt it has 
no leſs than the enormous ſum of twenty millions a year of the people's 


money to diſpoſe of; beſides unaccounted millions in fees of office, ex- 
torted by permiſſion, without law, from the over-burthened and ſuffering 
le. | | | 
The perfection and exiſtence of our Conſtitution depend upon the 
balance of the three eſtates of King, Lords, and Commons: but how can 
any balance exiſt, when ſuch an enormous weight—almoſt the whole 
wealth of the kingdom, is thrown into ore ſcale ? 


The 


E 
The balance, however, muſt be reſtored, or the Conſtitution is de- 
ſtroyed; and Britons may bid a final adieu to every glorious privilege 

that has diſtinguiſhed them from the moſt abject ſlaves. | 
If the electors will be true to themſelves and their country, and turn 
| deaf ear to thoſe traitors who have ſo often deceived them, we may yet 
„ ro rr ans = on 
This can only be effected by the people at large exerting themſelves at 
this awful moment, and demanding the reſtoration of their rights, and te 
| renovation of the whole frame of government. FS 
| This reformation may be conſtitutionally brought about by the com- 
mittees of the counties calling together all houſekeepers and conſtitutional 
freemen ; and agreeing to elect their next Repreſentatives for One year 
only, with other conditions neceſſary to a complete reform ; but as both 
the people and their repreſentatives have for many years acquieſced ig the 
unconſtitutional Septennial Act; perhaps the moſt effectual, and leaſt ob- 
noxious way of proceeding in our preſent circumſtances, would be for all 
the honeſt electors of Great Britain to reſolve by no means to be tempted 
to give their ſuffrages for any candidate, who will not previouſly enter 
into the moſt ſolemn engagement to endeavour faithfully, and with all 
his might, to re-inſtate the whole people in their rights of election; to 
© procure an equal and proportionate repreſentation of the whole king- 
© dom; to reſtore Annual Parliaments ; and to provide by efe&ual regu- 
- _ + lations, that the Public treaſure be ſacredly and ſolely employed for the 
4 © public good.” | | 
That your conduct, my dear friends and countrymen, upon this trying 

y | occaſion may be guided by wiſdom, and ſupported by your own virtue, 
and the bleſſing of Providence, is the ardent prayer of your faithful 
friend and fellow-ſufferer, - 


id Sept. 4th 1780, LY : 
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